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his future is very, very bright. | am grateful to
Jack for his friendship and his hard work in
our office. | wish Jack continued success in all
that God has planned for him and his family.
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HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 30, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of Reuel A. Todd, Sheriff of
Oswego County and an influential leader in
Central New York. Dedicating himself to a life-
time of service in law enforcement, Sheriff
Todd went to work every day with the intention
to protect and defend his community.
Throughout his 44 year career, Sheriff Todd
retained his steadfast commitment to the se-
curity and safety of his county.

Born and raised in Central New York, Sher-
iff Todd was passionate about law enforce-
ment at an early age, attending the Police
Training Academy after graduating from
Oswego High School. In hopes of furthering
his education, he also attended the New York
State Sheriffs’ Association Civil School, Law
Enforcement Management School, and the
FBI National Academy. Sheriff Todd’s vast law
enforcement experience allowed him to be-
come a recognized Drug Enforcement Spe-
cialist upon entering the workforce.

Sheriff Todd began his career as a Road
Deputy with OCSD in 1974. He was quickly
promoted to Sergeant and then to Criminal In-
vestigator in 1977 before being appointed
Undersheriff in 1984. Throughout his 15 year
tenure as Undersheriff, Sheriff Todd helped
Oswego become one of the first counties in
New York State to receive accreditation by the
New York State Division of Criminal Justice
Services.

Mr. Todd was first elected as Sheriff of
Oswego County in 1998. During his two dec-
ades as sheriff, Mr. Todd mobilized his depart-
ment to provide 24-hour security coverage at
three local nuclear power plants and secured
funding for additional water safety at Port On-
tario. Outside of his duties as Sheriff, Todd
has also served as Chairman of Zone 7 on
behalf of The Office of Public Security
Counter-Terrorism Network and President of
the New York State Sheriffs’ Association.

Sheriff Todd’s service to the Oswego com-
munity goes beyond his law enforcement con-
tributions. He also worked to provide food to
senior citizens through Meals on Wheels,
coached Little League Baseball, participated in
Boy Scouts and the Oswego Rotary Club, and
is an active member of the Elks Club.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in the
House join me in honoring the distinguished
career of Reuel A. Todd. His many contribu-
tions to Oswego County and the greater Cen-
tral New York region will not be forgotten.
Sheriff Todd’s lifelong dedication to the safety
and security of his community should serve as
an example for current and future law enforce-
ment officers across the nation.
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Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the life and legacy of Le-
land Emerson Boren, an Upland businessman,
farmer, and philanthropist who devoted his life
to serving and helping others. Leland was
known for his drive and hard work which he
displayed throughout his tremendous career.
The people of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional
District are forever grateful for Leland’s signifi-
cant contributions to the Town of Upland, the
Grant County community, and the state of In-
diana.

A life-long Hoosier, Leland was born in
Owensville, Indiana, in 1923. He attended An-
derson High School where he graduated in
1941. While attending Anderson High School,
he began working as a heat treat specialist
with the Nicholson File Company. Leland con-
tinued his work there after graduation
until1945, when he accepted a position at Up-
land’s Pierce Governor Company Incorporated
as a material control clerk. Dedicated to the
company’s success, he quickly worked his
way up the ranks. Leland was named general
manager in 1956 and became president of the
company just two years later in 1958. Shortly
thereafter in 1969, Leland became president
and director of Avis Industrial Corporation, a
global manufacturing company, only a few
years prior to the eventual merger of the two
companies in 1971. Following the merger, Le-
land was elected chairman, president, and
chief executive officer of Avis Industrial Cor-
poration in 1983, eventually moving the com-
pany headquarters to its current location in
Upland, Indiana. Known as a “ceaseless hard
worker and a professional of integrity,” Leland
was a self-made man responsible for the tre-
mendous growth of his business, which over
the years has employed thousands of people.
Avis is now a holding company with more than
a dozen manufacturing facilities in the United
States, Mexico, and Canada. A tenacious
leader, Leland was appointed president of
PHD, Inc. in 2010. Leland, who earned the
reputation as an extraordinary boss, was dedi-
cated to prioritizing the well-being of his em-
ployees till the very end.

Leland’s commitment to business was
equaled by his support for various local char-
ities and educational institutions. During his
lifetime, Leland made numerous contributions
to support students, faculty, and administration
efforts at Huntington University and Taylor
University, often requesting to remain anony-
mous.

A true testament to his outstanding career
and selfless contributions, Leland was hon-
ored with numerous awards and accolades.
He received honorary doctorate degrees from
Taylor University, Anderson University, Indiana
Wesleyan University, and Ball State Univer-
sity, as well as an honorary degree from Ivy
Tech Community College. Notably, he was the
recipient of four Sagamores of the Wabash,
the highest honor the governor of Indiana can
bestow upon a citizen, from Governors Evan
Bayh, Frank O’Bannon, Joe E. Kernan and
Eric Holcomb. His business endeavors also
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led him to sit on as many as 20 company
boards.

In his personal life, Leland was known as a
generous, loving, and faithful man. He loved
most in this world his dear wife, LaRita. In
fact, those who knew him best would say he
thought his biggest and proudest accomplish-
ment was marrying LaRita. The two met in
Wichita, Kansas, where she was working as a
stewardess for Trans World Airlines. They
married soon after and she was his partner in
everything. While driving through the Town of
Upland, you may recognize Leland’s property
by the numerous bright pink barns on the
property. LaRita missed seeing the beautiful
sunsets in Oklahoma where the sunrays would
reflect red hues from the dirt and project a
beautiful bright pink glow onto their barns.
Knowing of LaRita’s love for Oklahoma sun-
sets, Leland had their barns and other building
exteriors painted pink as a constant reminder
of her home state.

Leland will be forever missed by his family,
friends, colleagues, and the entire Upland
community. On behalf of Indiana’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, | extend my deepest con-
dolences to Leland’s sons, Lael and Landrew
Boren, daughter, Lori Meyers, their families,
sister, Lucille Ashby, and his many grand-
children, nephews, extended family and
friends who mourn his loss.
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Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a former member of my staff, Kim Ben-
nett, for her work in my office and her service
to our state.

Kim worked in our Muncie office for two
years during my first term in Congress, serv-
ing as our Constituent Services Director. Kim
has had a long career serving the people of
Indiana’s 6th Congressional District, as she
previously worked for my predecessor and our
current Vice President, Mike Pence and for
former Congressman David Mclntosh. Kim has
helped thousands of individuals navigate the
complex federal bureaucracy and receive the
help they need and she managed our Muncie
job fair.

On a personal note, | have known Kim for
more than two decades. | want to thank Kim
for her friendship and her hard work in our of-
fice. | wish her continued success in all that
God has planned for her and her family.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today me-
morializes the more than 850,000 Jews who
were expelled from Arab countries and Iran.
Jewish communities throughout the Middle
East, which had thrived for millennia, have
long been a persecuted minority. When the
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